United States History: 1877 to the Present

Mr. Lewis
Course Description

The study of the history of the United States in the Eleventh Grade continues the journey begun in the Tenth Grade and goes through the economic, geographic, social, and political development in the United States. Beginning with the post-Reconstruction United States and its shift into a more industrialized society, the course continues through the twentieth century to the present. Students are involved in a chronological study of the major events, issues, movements, and leaders of the United States through the present from both a national and state perspective. Students are actively involved in and are challenged by the level of expectation inherent in the required contents of this course. (Alabama Course of Study) Course topics include the following: Reconstruction, Industrialization, Progressivism, American Imperialism, World War I, the Roaring Twenties and Great Depression, World War II, Cold War Politics, Civil Rights Movement, Minority Movements and the Shaping of the twenty-first century.
Textbook
America; Pathways To The Present, Prentice Hall
Classroom Rules

Report to your seat as soon as you enter the classroom and remain seated unless otherwise instructed. Execute instructions promptly and properly the first time they are given. Swearing, yelling and harassing others will not be tolerated. Projectiles are not optional; items will not be tossed or thrown in the classroom. Employ a good work ethic and bring all necessary materials to class everyday (i.e., assignments, book, notebook, pen, paper, etc.) Classrooms are food, drink, drug and weapon free environments. Talking or making noises when someone else is speaking is just rude and will not be permitted.
Attendance
Being in class is a necessity. Portions of the material will extend past the scope of text materials and will be covered through classroom discussions and notes. Not being seated when the tardy bell rings constitutes being tardy. No student is to be out of their seat at any time, unless instructed to do so by the teacher. Each student is responsible to make arrangements for make-up work; permitting the absence was excused.
Notebook

Each student will be required to keep a neatly organized notebook with loose leaf paper. Only U.S. History class material should be kept in this notebook. There will be periodic notebook checks and tests throughout the semester. Notebooks will consist of several sections including, but not limited to: Notes, Activities, Geography and Graded Papers.

Assignments

Assignments should be turned in as students enter the room. Students should immediately be seated and begin the objective or journal assignment for the day. Students are asked to comply with the following assignment guidelines.

1. Homework assignments are to be placed in the correct bin prior to the tardy bell. Failure to do so will result in a zero for the assignment grade.
2.    Only black or blue ink may be used for assignments.
3.    Identifications, vocabulary and other assignments are to be labeled, numbered and underlined.

4.    Map assignments must be completely labeled and colored in order to receive credit.

5.    Assignments must include name, date and period in upper right hand corner.
6.    Late work will only be accepted permitting the absence was excused. You have two days to complete and turn in any missed work for credit.

Testing

Tests are to be completed in black or blue ink. Chapter tests will include the various objective and discussion methods of questioning. Nine-week tests will be comprehensive. Pop tests will be given at the teachers’ discretion to ensure participation and check understanding of material.
Grades

Grades are determined by using the point system; the total points earned are divided by the total points possible. Students are to keep up with their grades and will be provided a grade sheet. Any student receiving failing grades during the course of the semester is encouraged to talk with me.
Project(s)/Reports

During the course of the semester we will complete at multiple research based projects. You might also be required to read at least one assigned book every nine weeks and give a detailed report on the material, either verbally or written. You will also be required to know all the states and their location on a map.
Conference Information

Any questions, comments or concerns are always welcome. Please contact the school at 205-242-2777 to arrange an appointment or you can email me at jlewis@tcss.net. Any classroom accommodation requests for this course are welcome from students or parents. We will assess the situation and make the necessary arrangements.
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Parent Signature​​​​​​​​​​​________________________Date______
